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News  f rom the  Rec to r  

 

Dear Friends, 

During these past several days, your prayers and concern for 

me and my family, in the wake of my father‘s hospitalization 

and death, have been a great solace and support.  In a  

profound way, Easter and the Resurrection have never been 

more real and present, as we have entrusted my dad to God‘s 

eternal care.  Many thanks for your constancy during this challenging time.  Many 

thanks, especially, to our retired clergy in my absence, to Bob, Ed, Paul, and Elizabeth.  

What a comfort it is to leave the parish in such capable and trustworthy hands! 

As we look to the month of June, we now turn to another big transition for us: the  

departure of Connie Sullivan as our Parish Administrator.  You have already heard me 

say what Connie has meant to me over the years at St. Mary‘s.  I know my affection 

and great esteem for her is shared by all of you.  On Sunday, June 19th, we are  

planning a special reception to honor Connie after our 10 a.m. service.  Also, in the long 

tradition of St. Mary‘s, we would like to present Connie with a purse gift as a token of 

our gratitude.  If you would like to contribute to this, would you please send your check 

made payable to St. Mary‘s, and in care of Jim Cranitch before June 17th?  I am also 

pleased to announce that I have hired Barbara Hersey to assume the position of Parish 

Administrator, effective June 20th.  Barbara is well known to you already, and she will 

actually begin her tenure on a part time basis June 1st, so that Connie can adequately 

orient her to the position before she leaves us. 

God‘s blessings and peace to you now as we begin these glorious months of Summer on 

Cape Cod! 

Faithfully yours,  Steve+   svs@cape.com    

A Note from our Deacon: 
Acolyte Commissioning 
On June 5th at the 10 am Eucharist we will have a Commissioning  
of our Acolytes. This is an opportunity for the congregation to thank 

the acolytes for their wonderful service at the altar. 

Their dedication and enthusiasm enhances our worship.  We also 
thank their parents and grandparents who make sure the acolytes 
get to church and on time !  I know it is not an easy task sometimes.                  

Deacon Elizabeth   emmaus57@comcast.net   

 

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=779767479
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 Family Ministries’  

Dates to Remember 

 

At the 10 o’clock:  

June 5   

Acolyte Commissioning 

June 12 

Children’s Sunday 

 

June 26 

Joy Mass 10:30am 

 

July VBS at St. Mary’s: 

Thursday nights in July 

See details opposite page  

  

From the Director of Family Ministries 
―What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have 
works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and 
one of you says to them, ‗Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,‘ and yet you do 
not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no 
works, is dead. But someone will say, ‗You have faith and I have works.‘ Show me your 
faith apart from your works, and I by my works will show you my faith. For just as the 

body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is also dead‖.  

The Epistle of St. James 2:14-18, 26 

The apostle James reminds us of a very important aspect of our identities as followers 
of Jesus. Since we have been redeemed by the Grace of God, our responsibility as 
Children of God is to behave as if this matters. The phrase ―faith without works is 
dead‖ is a sobering one. We are not asked to earn our place in the Kingdom of God, 
but our identity as Children of God should form and inform the way we care for our 
parish, our community and our world. With this knowledge, how can we help our  
children and families develop this sense of identity as both ―hearers and doers‖ of the 
word of God? I would offer that the most important thing we can do is to model this 
for them. Our parish is indeed living out this principle every day through its work with 
Days and Overnights of Hospitality, local and global outreach projects, hosting  
community support groups, our presence in nursing homes and support of Episcopal 

Relief and Development. 

We have a number of opportunities in the summer and beyond, that offer the  
opportunity to be both ―hearers and doers‖ of the gospel message.  Please consider 

participating in some way! 

Sunday, June 12 we will celebrate Children’s Sunday at the 10:00 service. This also 
happens to be Pentecost Sunday, so come expecting lots of color and celebration!  In 
this service, we honor our children, our teachers, nursery staff and volunteers and the 

mission of the Family Ministries program. 

Thursday evenings in July, we will sponsor our own Vacation Bible School with the 
theme, “We Are God’s Hands!” We will explore together some of the Saints of the 
Church, both early and contemporary, and how they lived out the gospel call to love 
our neighbors as ourselves. Each evening we will gather for supper at 5:00 pm, and 
then begin our program with songs, games, arts and crafts, missions moments and some 
pretty great stories of the Saints of God. We welcome volunteers to help us prepare 

supper and those to help lead our activities.  See next page for more details! 

Finally, we continue preliminary discussions about creating a weekly worship service in 
Hyannis for all those who are drawn to join us.  We will share more details as they are 
available, but prayerfully consider what part you might play in this important  
developing outreach ministry to folks who may not feel worship inside a church is an 

option for them. 

So, I will leave you with this challenge…how will you, young or old, parent or single 
person, add your hands to the work at Saint Mary‘s? If someone describes this church 
to a friend or neighbor, would they be able to say, ―those are hearers and doers of 
the gospel‖? If we take our faith and our call as Children of God seriously, this will be 

our singular mission. 

Peace, Kathy     508-362-3977 *814     kmeod@cape.com  
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Have you visited our website lately?  www.stmarys-church.org has lots of useful information for 

newcomers and regular parishioners alike.  Now posted on the website are: 

Liturgical schedules (directly from a link on the home page)   

Click on Sermons for any sermon from the past year.  

Saint Mary’s Blog is a place to have a conversation with other St. Mary‘s parishioners 

about various topics.        

Following the link to Parish News will bring you to the newsletter This Month at St. Mary’s.       

For those new to Saint Mary‘s, the page Membership at Saint Mary’s will give you the 
information you are seeking about what membership is about,, how to become a 

member, and what is expected of members.  

Coming soon to the website will be more detailed definitions of all the various groups that 

make up parish life and will be linked to Life at Saint Mary’s. 

Church School families curious about our curriculum and programs available for Youth can 

find out by clicking on Christian Education. 

The Worship page describes in more detail, service information and opportunities for min-

istry in worship and music. 

You can find the 2008 Annual Report on the home page.   

You can also find our Mission Statement and Who We Are (which gives more information 

on our staff). 

If you are expecting visitors to the Cape, and wish to give them directions to Saint Mary‘s, 
there is a link to Google Map/Directions to Saint Mary’s at the bottom of the home 

page.     

 

If you are concerned about the environment (aren‘t we all?) and wish to save paper, the web-
site will provide you with a virtual copy of the newsletter each month.  Please let the office 
know if you wish to use the website only for newsletters and other printed information.  You can 

email Linda at Keedwell@cape.com or call the office 508-362-3977.      

 
Big thanks to the Rev. Kris Lewis for her maintenance and posting of items to this site and her 

technological expertise, among her other many occupations here at St. Mary‘s.       

 
Kris has also started a Saint Mary’s FaceBook Group:  Saint Mary‘s Episcopal Church Barnsta-
ble.  Check it out!      

We Are God’s Hands 
 Join us for an adventure in learning about God’s creation  

and our role in caring for it! 

Who?   All kids grades Pre K-6 and their families 

When?  Thursdays, July 7,14,21 and 28,  

5-8 p.m., Families are invited to join us for supper at 5 

Where? St Mary’s Episcopal Church Rt 6 A, Barnstable Village 

Cost? $10.00 per family per weekly session to cover costs of  

food and materials 

Call Kathy at our church office at (508) 362-3977*814  for more information 

and to register your family!               

A Note from the Nursery Coordinator 

I wanted to say thank you to all the parents and friends of the children in the nursery 

who generously volunteered their time to assist me in our work.  We are committed to 

maintain our Safe Church standards and always have two adults in the nursery, and 

have volunteers to help through July 3.  A clipboard is in the Sunroom for those who 

can help us during the busy summer months, when we often have visitors with young 

children. Any and all are welcome to help us! Please see me for more information or 

ask Steve if you‘d like to help. The children and the families of Saint Mary‘s thank you 

for your support!   

Jerrica 

http://www.stmarys-church.org/
mailto:Keedwell@cape.com
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Preaching Schedule: 

June 4/5:                      

the Rev. John Rice 

June 11/12:  

the Rev. Steve Smith 

June 18/19:   

the Rev. Bob Anthony  

June 25/26:   

the Rev. Steve Smith  

Fare Well from Connie:   

(Please find full text of Connie’s letter to the parish in the sunroom)  It‘s been incredibly 

fulfilling holding this post and being part of this dynamic yet steady community of 

faith.  There is so much good here, so much grace and I am filled with gratitude to 

have been a part of it.  May you continue in the path that is here or as I am doing, 

make your own path and leave a trail, but as with all good paths and trails, come 

back to the beginning and thank God for it all.      

                                                             Bless you and Fare Well,     Connie    

Saint Mary’s  

Music Series: 

June 4 Taize Service 5pm 

 19 Mozart Mass10am   

Summer Choir 

Rehearsal times: 

—Adult Choir 9:00am 

Sundays beginning June 26 

From the Music Director 
Mozart Mass for Trinity Sunday 

On June 19 the choir will be singing the Mozart Missa Brevis in G Major at the 

10:00 a.m. service.  This mass of Mozart is one of his less well known masses and is 

in the pastoral style.  Our choir will be performing this with orchestra and soloists.  

Please join us for this fitting observance of Trinity Sunday. 

 

Summer Choir 

Once again this year we will be having our summer choir every Sunday  

beginning June 26 at 9:00 a.m.  Everyone is welcome to participate and no  

previous experience is necessary.  Summer choir will rehearse every Sunday at 

9:00 a.m. and sing at the 10:00 a.m. service.  This is a great opportunity to try out  

singing in a choir.  Please join us! 

 

Instrumentals 

Do you play a musical instrument?  St. Mary‘s is looking for individuals in our parish 

who play musical instruments and are willing to play at church on Sunday morning.  

If you are interested please call Dan. 

Dan        508-362-3977 *815       dromero@cape.com      

Saint Mary’s 2011 

Summer Music Camp  

SAVE THE DATES:  August 8-12, 2011   9am—1pm 

All children and youth of the Cape Cod  community who 

are entering fourth through eighth grade in the fall of 

2011, are invited to participate regardless of religious 

affiliation.  This weeklong program costs $40 and in-

cludes lunch each day.   

Scholarships are available.  There will be a performance at Saint Mary‘s on  

Sunday August 14 at 10am.   Questions?  Please contact: 

Music Director Dan Romero — dromero@cape.com or 508-362-3977 *815  

http://www.stmarys-church.org/
mailto:Keedwell@cape.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.musical-theater-kids.com/images/pictures_of_musical_instruments_1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.musical-theater-kids.com/musical-instruments.html&usg=__eNVp8v1_4vjCY7xNL_98R4mLONE=&h=300&w=300&sz=19&hl=en&start=10&sig
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Saint Mary’s Ministries 
Altar Guild 

Anne Lorentzen 

 

B.E.A.S.T.S. 

Amy Crocker  

Book Group 

Susan Babcock 

Buildings & Grounds 

Peter Scarafile 

 

Compassionate Consumers 

Kathy O‘Donoghue 

ECW 

Bunny Thompson 

Environmental Stewardship 

Angela Cenzalli 

 

Evangelism 

Janis Umschlag 

 

Flower Guild 

Susan Babcock, Suzanne Moyer 

Finance & Budget 

Gertrude Waters 

Garden Task Force 

Peggy Anschutz 

Liturgy 

Elizabeth Whitmore 

Outreach 

Sharon Donegan 

Parish Nursing Ministry 

Susan Babcock 

 

Pastoral Care Coord. 

Hilary Greene 

 

Stewardship 2011-12 

The Rev. Mark & Peggy Anschutz 

―Embracing an Adult Faith‖ 

October 8-10, 2011 

Barbara C. Harris Conference Center Greenfield, NH 

Looking Ahead to the  

All-Parish Retreat! 

Even as we are just thinking about  

Summer on Cape Cod, our attention is 

drawn to our annual All-Parish Retreat, 

to be held on October 8-10 at the  

Barbara C Harris Conference and  

Retreat Center in Greenfield, NH. This 

year‘s theme is ―Embracing an Adult 

Faith‖. Our group will enjoy a time of 

fellowship, learning, worship, recreation and, as always, amazing accommodations 

and meals!  Please see the color registration form included in this newsletter or find 

one in the sunroom or at our website.  The Retreat Center needs an accurate count 

by August, so we ask you to submit the registration form as soon as possible so we 

can begin our planning! Feel free to contact Kathy with any questions.  

508.362.3977, *814 

Families and individuals of all ages are welcome!  Housing is available in hotel-like 

lodge rooms and cabins. Please return the enclosed form to the church office. Or 

you may fax it to us at:  508-362-8286  

Housing, meals and recreation at the Center are all included in cost.  Other  

recreational offerings in the area are available. 

Our retreat will begin at 2:00 pm on Saturday and conclude with breakfast and 

wrap up session on Monday. Our 2011 theme is ―Embracing An Adult Faith‖ and 

there will be group sessions, opportunities for prayer and worship, recreational  

activities in the area, and age-appropriate activities for kids.  Along with our  

program, there will be ample free time for relaxing and enjoying the beautiful 

setting. We will be providing child care for Nursery through Grade 3 during our 

group session times during the weekend, so even parents will get to  

relax!  Your deposit is requested with your registration form.  

All registrations due July 1 with final balance due September 1.  

 

Check out the BCHCCC at  

http://www.bchcenter.org/conference/index.htm 

Saint Mary’s Parish RETREAT 

http://www.bchcenter.org/index.html
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NEWS and  NOTES  

        What ’ s  Happen ing a t  Sa in t  Mary ’ s?  

St. Mary‘s Pastoral Care Team is here to help all of our parishioners whenever you need us! 
If you (or if you know of another parishioner) need help in getting to church, having meals 
delivered or would like a visit from our Parish Nurse or have the Eucharist brought to you, 

just let us know! Please contact Hilary Greene at 508-737-4542. 

  How to reach 

us by email: 
The Rev. Steve Smith:  

svs@cape.com 

 

Connie Sullivan: 

stmary@cape.com 

 

The Rev. Elizabeth Whitmore 

emmaus57@comcast.net 

 

Dan Romero:  

dromero@cape.com 

 

Kathy O‘Donoghue:  

kmeod@cape.com 

 

Jon Ferguson: 

jferguson@cape.com  

 

Jim Cranitch:  

cranitch@cape.com 

 

Please take a moment to add 

us to your address book. 
Saint Mary‘s Episcopal Church                                                                          3055 Main Street 

The Rev. Stephen Smith, Rector                                                                                 PO Box 395               

The Rev. Elizabeth Whitmore, Deacon                                                                         Barnstable  

Connie Sullivan, Parish Administrator                                                                          MA 02630            

Kathleen O‘Donoghue, Director of Family Ministries 

Daniel Romero, Music Director                                                          

James Cranitch, Financial Administrator                                                                 508-362-3977 

Jon Ferguson, Maintenance Supervisor                                                      www.stmarys-church.org 

Jerrica O‘Donoghue, Nursery Coordinator   

 

This Month at Saint Mary’s is published 10 times yearly.  Please send all submissions to  

Parish Administrator/Editor: Connie Sullivan    stmary@cape.com   

ECW Annual Luncheon   Friday June 10  12:00 pm  

Save the date for a new casual kind of spring, celebration and luncheon, Friday June 10, 

at noon at Scargo Café.  Order from the menu, separate checks, and time to relax,  

reflect and renew our dedication to the work of Saint Mary‘s at home and in the  

community.  Sign up sheet in the sunroom.   All the ladies of St. Mary's are members of 

the ECW.   Please come and enjoy time with each other and a short end of the year 

wrap up of the ECW doings for the last year. 

The deadline for submitting material for  

July and August at Saint Mary’s is  June 20!    

Please get your committee activities in for both summer months.  If your committee is 

not having regular meetings during the summer, please let the office know and as soon 

as you know your fall start up dates, alert the office.   Please submit articles to 

stmary@cape.com .    

A Note from the 

Office 

--No Parking areas:   For the safety of our parishioners entering and 

exiting the parking lot, we ask that members do not park at the  

entrance to the parking lot.  Emergency vehicles cannot get in and out, 

and only one lane is left for entering and exiting.  Also, please do not 

park on the circle other than dropping off or picking up, for less than 

five minutes.   Emergency vehicles are unable to turn around and it is 

against Fire Dept. regulations for cars to be parked there for any  

extended period of time.  New ―Fire Lane‖ lines will be painted this 

mailto:stmary@cape.com


P a g e  7  

 

Wardens & Vestry  

Senior Warden 

Robin Greene 

Junior Warden 

Ron Bearse 

Clerk 

Deirdre Kyle 

Co-Treasurers         

Ann German 

Matt Palmer 

2011 

Angela Cenzalli 

Brad Goodwin 

Judy Scarafile 

 2012 

Dave Knauer 

Jenn Mullin 

Janis Umschlag 

 

2013 

Matt Bresette 

Betsy Harrison 

Helen Hinckley 

NOTES FROM THE GARDEN 
  
 As many of you are aware, this past fall we planted a large Sugar Maple tree in  
memory of Jim Carlaw.  It is sited at the very top of the Meadow, to the left of the Stone Wall 
and to the right of the Memorial Garden.  The area was completely covered with a variety of  
invasive species and, with the help of our good committee members and the Barnstable  
volunteers, we were able to clear it for planting. It is a work in progress!  We have planted six 
Delaware Azaleas and four white rhododendrons around the tree.  On the next workday, we 
plan to prepare the area between the tree and the plantings so that we can plant grass in that 
space. That will create a lovely green area and enable persons to walk around the tree and the 
Memorial Stone. (Many of these plants have been given as Memorial/Thanksgiving gifts and 
some are still available. The list is on the Bulletin Board.) The challenge in this space, as in the 

entire garden, is to keep the invasive species under control. 

In the Memorial Garden, small pots of pansies have been placed around the garden and a 
large white rhododendron has been planted behind the Urn, replacing a tree that had 
died.  The rhododendron is in memory of Norm Thornton‘s wife.  All such gifts are  
recorded in the Memorial Book located in the Narthex. 

 

Over the next few weeks, the fence in the Herb Garden will be taken apart and repaired.  
The lovely gate will be restored and attached to the fence at the end of the Herb  
Garden.  That work also includes replacing the rotted wood in the Lambert Garden.  
When the work is complete, our good Barnstable young men will paint the fences. 

 

The Rock Wall surrounding the Rock Garden has gradually deteriorated for a variety of 
reasons.  Last week‘s workday saw the beginning of that restoration. 

 

The walkway to the kitchen from the parking lot was completed this spring. The stones have 
been placed in the muddy area between the Boardwalk and the Daffodil Meadow.  
Other stones have been placed around the garden in spots that can be muddy and thus 
slippery. 

 

Five forsythias have been planted along the Vista area, a request of some of the Daffodil 
tea ladies.  They are in a spot where they will be able to grow naturally and I have no 
doubt that they will be magnificent by Teatime, 2012! There are two more planted just 
to the right of the St. Francis shrine. 

 

The above notes are but a snapshot of the on going work in our garden.  Our next workday is 
June 8 at 8:30 and you are all invited to come and join us. Additionally, if any of you would 
be willing to take responsibility for a small or large area of the garden, please give me a 

call. 

 

Please put June 5 on your calendars for our Annual Rogation Sunday event.  Wear your 

gardening clothes to church and come help us weed, plant, and mulch. 

      

   Peggy Anschutz, for the Garden Committee 

 

 

V o l u m e  5 ,  I s s u e  5  
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David Palmer                 2 

Rob Stewart                 2 

Garnett Leary                         3 

Luanne Persson                     3 

Richard Galbraith                  4 

Angela Cenzalli                      4 

Betsy Hinckley                       4 

Bunny Thompson                  4 

Prudence Stewart                 5 

Ruthanne Allen                     5 

Patrick Donegan                   8 

Carolyn MacDonald              8 

Bonnie Phelps                      10 

Richard Marchand               11 

Vic Mankiewicz                    12 

Ryan Kyle                              14 

Dick Buswell                         16 

Robert Wood                        17 

Elizabeth Grefe                     17 

Dexter Johnson                    18 

Paula Beasley                       18 

Robert Zins                           18 

Francis Delise                       19 

Jessica Dooling                     19 

Marian Ferguson                 20 

Marcia Stevens                     20 

Frederick Enz                        21 

June Bancroft                       21 

Marian Philbrick                  21 

Joyce Anderson                   22 

Barbara Morgan                 22 

Brian Howes                        24 

Joyce Saulnier                     27 

Jim Keene                             27 

Barbara Walden                  28 

Kerin Enz                              28 

Mary Lay                              28 

Jack Moran                         30 

B IRTHDAYS   

 June   

ANNIVERSARIES  

 June   

Watch over your children, O 

Lord, as their days increase; 

bless and guide them wherever 

they may be. Strengthen them 

when they stand; comfort  them 

when discouraged or sorrowful; 

raise them up if they fall; and in 

their hearts may your peace 

which passes understanding 

abide all the days of their lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.   

  ~A Prayer for 

Birthdays  Book of Common Prayer 

Grant, O God, in your compas-

sion, that these couples having 

taken each other in marriage, 

and affirming again the cove-

nant which they have made, 

may grow in forgiveness, loy-

alty, and love; and come at last 

to the eternal joys which you 

have promised through Jesus 

Christ our Lord; who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen.           

~Prayer for the Anniversary of a  

Marriage Book of Occasional Services 

New Members: 
Judith O‘Brien 

—Yarmouth Port 

John & Carolyn Malarky 

—Barnstable 

Earle B. (Bud) Street 

—Barnstable  

Gail & Philip Pilibosian 

—Yarmouth Port Walter & Linda  

Gadkowski                              1 

Peter & Judy Scarafile          1 

Dennis & Caryl Steward       1 

David & Mary Condon         2 

Peter & Tracey Eastman      4 

Chris & Jennifer Dooling      5 

Raymond & Karen  

Scichilone                              6 

The Rev. Edson & Kay  

Outwin                                   8 

Roy & Skee Morton             9 

Hoby & Myrna Cook          13 

Roger & Happy Gray         13 

Richard & Susan  

Galbraith                             13 

Michael Wardman &  

Sarah Magruder                 14 

Richard & Margery  

Buswell                                15 

Rick & Pauline Cunniff      15 

Frederick & Shirley  

Enz                                        17 

Roger & Helen  

Boocock                               18 

Richard Hawkins &  

Marian Ferguson                18 

 

Cully & Paula Beasley         20 

Thomas & Marianne  

Philbrick                                20 

Robert & Prudence   

Stewart                                  20 

Leo & Lenore Lass                22 

Andre & Carlene Duprey     24 

Mark & Peggy Anschutz      25 

Robert & Helen  Pickel         25 

Brian & Karen Howes           26 

 

David & Ruthanne Allen      27 
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LOVE LIFTED ME 
 
He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was 
a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of 
the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a 
sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the 
place, he looked up and said to him, ―Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at 
your house today.‖ So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it  
began to grumble and said, ―He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.‖ Zac-
chaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ―Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to 
the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.‖ Then Jesus said to 
him, ―Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came 
to seek out and to save the lost. Luke 19: 1 – 10 
 

Rarely do we suppose the rich to be ―down and outers.‖ Zacchaeus exposes that myth big time. A  

perceived wealthy thief and community outcast, he needed someone who cared about folks like him. He 

had heard that this Jesus might just be that kind of person. Gracefully (―... hurry and come down, for I must 

stay at your house today‖) Jesus proves him right. Gratefully (―... he hurried down and was happy to  

welcome him.‖) Zacchaeus becomes a bountiful giver. Whenever I reflect on this biblical story, the power 

of an old camp-meeting song never fails to come to mind: ―Love Lifted Me.‖ ―... when nothing else would 

do, LOVE … LIF-TED ME.‖ Can you hear Jericho's tax man singing a new song? 

 

Grace, God's love directed toward us, and our subsequent expressions of gratitude, are at the very heart 

of this relational faith we share in the church. With God, we commune, we pray, we complain-question-

doubt, we journey to make better sense of who and whose we are. ―God help us‖ is  

frequently on our lips. Our ―thank you's‖ follow often and repeatedly. God knows and is responding  

before we stop conversing. When we pause in silence we know again the divine assurances. 

 

What, then, is there to do? In gratitude we try to give back to others some of the joy, love and relief we 

experience as pilgrims of the cross. As stewards of God's loving grace, we try to be there for 

others in season and out, regardless of their station in life. We know truly that it is God who lifts us,  

inspires us, and fulfills us along the broad and narrow ways of this mortal life. In the camp song, and in the 

great Easter love story of salvation, our part is then to join the faithful chorus : ―with all that I am, and with 

all that I have.‖ With a grateful generosity like Zacchaeus's, we welcome all the opportunities to give, 

which is actually to share what we've been given. All that we have is from the source of all that is, by 

whatever measure we've been blest to manage. Gladly, then, we partake of the further blessing of  

sharing God's gifts. In so doing we become not only the daughters and sons of Abraham, but also  

co-inheritors with our Lord in a kingdom prepared for all. For as we know, in God's abundant kingdom, 

there are no outsiders; the lost are and will always be found. So, for us and for them, we give ourselves to 

insure that the strains of "Love Lifted Me" will never fade. 

 

The Rev. John Rice 
 
John is a retired priest living in Bass River, South Yarmouth, MA. He has served parishes small and large in 
the southeast, mid-Atlantic, and New England areas. Formerly the bishop's assistant and canon for congre-
gational re-vitalization, he leads our Taize ministry and serves on the Evangelism committee at St. Mary's. 
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