
Ins ide th is  issue: 

Dear Friends,                                                     Advent 2009 

In this dark foreboding season, when calamity and peril gird us 
round, it is the light and grace of this community of hope and joy 
that sustains us.  This is a message for the present, but the Season of 
Advent has always proclaimed this saving word. From the prophets 

of antiquity, down through the ages, our Advent faith assures us that 

the darkest moment is right before the dawn. 

Our celebration of Advent at St. Maryõs this year will be marked in several ways.  On Sun-
day, December 6th, at our 10 a.m. service, we will observe a Service of Advent Lessons 
and Carols.  On Sunday evenings, for the first three Sundays of Advent, we will gather for 
simple suppers in the parish hall to continue in our practice of Benedictine spirituality, be-
gun at our parish retreat in October, through wreath making, welcoming St. Nicholas, and 
readying the crèche for the birth of Jesus.  On Fourth Advent, December 20th, young and 
old will gather at the Pavilion Nursery Facility in Hyannis for Caroling and a party after-
ward at my home.  Then for Christmas, we will have our traditional services, our Childrenõs 
Pageant at 4:00 p.m. on December 24th, followed by our Festal Eucharists at 7:00 and 
11:00 p.m., with choirs and special instrumentalists.  On Christmas Day, there will be one 
service at 10 a.m..  Please note that there will be no service on Saturday, December 26th 
at 5:00 p.m., before we return to our regular services on Sunday, December 27th (please 

note also there will not be a JoyMass on this Sunday.) 

December 27th will mark my last Sunday with you before we leave for India on my sab-
batical.  The Wardens, Vestry, and I are making all preparations necessary to see that our 
parish programs will continue uninterrupted during my time away.  The Reverend Bob An-
thony will be serving you for these twelve weeks, and as I have already said, I know you 
will enjoy him thoroughly.  The Vestry also has been hard at work these past several 

months, establishing goals for all of us for this year before us.  These include: 

1. Expand our Youth Program, including creating new choirs for our youth, develop-
ing our acolyte program, church school program, and youth program, and provid-

ing social and community events for our children and their families. 

2. Implement Recommendation for Fiscal Responsibility,  through the rental 
of the Rectory, completion of an external audit, fundraising, and developing a 3 

Year Budget Plan. 

3. Share the Good News , by developing leadership through spiritual growth, 

focusing on the gifts and benefits of the church, instead of the problems. 

4. Continue Spiritual Growth, through our fellowship events, education, retreats, 

and worship experience. 

5. Develop Newcomerõs Program, by identifying and welcoming newcomers, and 

offering programs of education and incorporation for newcomers. 

I would ask each of you to refer to an expanded description of these goals in this edition of our 
newsletter, and the roles and expectations that are identified for the congregation, the vestry, 
and the rector in achieving these.  As you can see, each and all of us have a role in our growth 
and vitality!       

(Continued next page)  
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Join Us in Pledging: 

St. Maryõs  needs all of our 
commitment & pledges. This 
allows us to plan a manage-
able budget just like you 
budget for your own house-
hold.  So far, we have received 
96 pledges with a goal of 
200, for $121,000.  Our an-
ticipated budget needs will be 
$230,000.  Our Stewardship 
team has been reaching out 

with calls and visits, listening to 
your concerns and wishes for 
Saint Maryõs. Those who have 
not already, should be receiv-
ing a pledge card in the mail; 

please return it promptly.   

Thank you & Godõs speed. 

Jud Phelps,  

Stewardship Co-chair.  
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From the  Mus ic  D i r ec to r 

 
bpx}¤ \p¢©Ą£ 

Choral 

Rehearsal times: 

Adult Choir 

Wednesday 

7:00-8:30pm 

Childrenõs Choir 

(grades 1-5) 

Wednesday 

4:00-4:30pm  

Youth  Choir 

(grades 6-12) 

Wednesday  

4:30-5:15pm 

(Continued from front page) 

My great hope is to return from my sabbatical time away in late March, renewed by this ex-
perience, and expectant to find you all equally renewed and ready to continue our ministry at 
St. Maryõs together.  Please know that I will carry you in my heart and in my prayers as I jour-

ney to India.  May the Lord bless and keep you, while we are away, one from another. 

Faithfully, 

Steve+  

 

 

We have many musical things going for the month of December.   

On Sunday December 6 we will be having Lessons and Carols  

for Advent at the 10:00 a.m. service.  This service is similar to  

Christmas Lessons and Carols except with a focus on Advent.  We will hear  

readings of the prophets that not only foretell the birth of Jesus, but also  

tell us about the second coming of Christ.  Our adult choir is busy preparing  

for this service.  The childrenõs and youth choirs will also sing for this service. 

 

We will also have special festival music for Christmas Eve services at 7:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.  

The choir will sing excerpts from the òMissa Brevis in F Majoró by Franz Xaver Brixi (1732-

1771).  Brixi lived in Prague in what is today the Czech Republic.  The music of this mass has not 

been published and was transcribed from the original manuscripts.  My friend, John Reschl, who 

was the baritone soloist at Holy Ghost Church in Denver, brought a copy of the manuscript back 

from one of his many trips to his hometown of Prague.  This is a delightful and unique piece of 

music that has not been performed on the east coast as far as I know.  The choir will also sing 

òFor Unto Us a Child is Bornó from Handelõs Messiah, as well as settings of familiar Christmas 

Carols.  We will have strings to accompany the choir on the choral pieces. 

There will be special concert on December 12 featuring Thom Dutton, Celtic Harpist, who pro-

vides music for our monthly Celtic Eucharist.  (Please see the note below). 

 

There will be no youth or childrenõs choir rehearsals on Wednesday December 23 or Wednesday 

Dec. 30.  The adult choir only will rehearse on Wednesday Dec. 23 (not on the 30th).   

 

Please join us for these exciting events and invite your family and 

friends. 

Dan        508-362-3977 *815       dromero@cape.com      

'A Celtic Christmas' Concert will be presented at St. Mary's on Saturday, December 12 

at 7 pm. The concert will feature Thom Dutton, the Troubadour Harper on Celtic harp. The 

program combines contemporary Irish prose with traditional Celtic Christmas carols from Ire-

land, Scotland and the Isle of Man. Come relax for an hour away from the hectic pace of the 

holiday season, listening to the soothing sounds of the harp. Donations will be accepted at the 

door (suggested donation is $5) to benefit Friends of Music. For more information please call 

508-945-9525 or email capeside@gis.net. 

mailto:capeside@gis.net
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Saint Maryõs Episcopal Church 

Barnstable  

Holly Fair  
December 5, 2009  

9:00 -2:00  

Luncheon Served  

 10:30am  

To Benefit Saint Maryõs Charities  

Attic treasures   

Silent Auction  

 Greens                                                       

Sewing     

Country Kitchen  

Jewelry    

Pet Gifts  

Quilt Raffle  

 Potpourri   

Wreaths                                                                  

Childrenõs 

room  

Fair Trade  Products  

Fun!  

ECW NEWS 

 Episcopal  Church Women 

Holly Fair Updates 

The Greens Committee will hold  wreath-making workshops in the Library from 9:00am-12:00pm daily December 1-4.  

Call Becky McClenahan for orders and if you can help, 508-362-6361. 

Silent Auctionñ Bidding is open now!  Check out the wide variety of wonderful items being auctioned off in the Parish 

Hall, and bid early and often!  Attic Treasures and Jewelryñ Please bring items to the sun room beginning November 

29.  The office also has a box for Jewelry items. 

Join us on December 5 to shop, eat, and enjoy the sights and sounds of the Holly Fair. Parking  will be a huge undertak-

ing as there are events going on simultaneously at Saint Maryõs, the Historical Society, and the Sturgis Library. If youõd 

like to help, please call Rick Walters 508-362-6409.  We encourage workers to park off site or to be dropped off to 

allow for as many parking spaces as we can keep available for shoppers.           

Any questions about the Holly Fair, please call  Helen Hinckley 508-362-9821.  Many thanks to all who have contributed 

to this yearõs Holly Fair!  Expect a full report in the February Newsletter. 

Christmas Luncheon ñ The annual ECW Christmas Luncheon and Yankee Swap will take place at 11 am Wednesday 

December 16. Bring a wrapped gift with value under $10 to participate in the fun.  Please sign up in the sunroom for this 

luncheonñEXACT COUNT NEEDED.  



December & Yp}¥p¢© p¤ bpx}¤ \p¢©Ą£ 
UPDATES f rom the  OFFICE 

P a g e  4  

A Note from Connie 

 In a few weeks from the time of this publication, I will have been in 

the role of Parish Administrator for six months!  Before that I was 

Church School coordinator alongside Barbara Hersey for three years 

and a Volunteer Church School Teacher for a total of seven years.  I  

love this community and remember falling in love with Saint Maryõs when I at-

tended the Christmas pageant here, when my youngest, Liam, was a baby.   I am 

so grateful to all of you who stop by the office to say hello, email or call me to 

say how much you appreciate what I do.  It has certainly made my first six months 

on the job very welcoming and I look forward to seeing you in 2010.  Thank you.  

Reminders:  The Church Office will be closed December  25 - January 1.  If you 

have a pastoral emergency, please call and leave a message.  Emergency calls 

will be returned. The Annual Meeting will take place on February 7 after the 

10:00 am service. Committee Chairs, please get your reports in earlyñthey 

should be emailed to stmary@cape.com not later than January 20.    

Utq¢¥p¢© p¤ bpx}¤ \p¢©Ą£  The deadline for submitting material is January 20.  

Vestry Goals                               Roles and Expectations      

 

Expand our youth 

program 

Rector: staffing, 
direction,  pres-

ence and vision 

Vestry: oversight,  
feedback, provide 
adequate re-

sources, presence 

Congregation: 
volunteer support, 
feedback, support: 
bring new mem-

bers to church 

Implement Recom-
mendations for 

Fiscal  

Responsiblity 

Rector: Hold the 

line with budget   

Vestry: successful 
stewardship cam-

paign, raise 
$5000 in 2010 to 
augment budget, 

maintain 3yr plan 

Congregation:  
participate in 
stewardship, re-
cruit audit team/
finance comm. 

members 

Share the Good 

News   
Rector:   know pa-
rishioners, help 
them discern gifts, 
stay positive, good 

communication 

Vestry:  lead by 
example, partici-
pation, stay posi-
tive, good commu-

nicaton 

Congregation: stay 
positive, good 

communication  

Continue Spiritual 

Growth   

Rector:  lead by 
example, assess 
memberõs spiritual 
development, work 

on annual theme 

Vestry:  lead by 
example (regular 
attendance & par-
ticipation), provide 

fellowship opps. 

Cogregation: 
openness to 
growth, willingness 

to share 

 Develop New-

comerõs program  

Rector:   initial 
contact & incorpo-
ration into parish 
life, reach out to 

lapsed, communic.  

Vestry: support 
Evangelismõs pro-
grams for newcom-
ers, participate in 

those programs  

Congregation:  
involvement in 
greeting, welcom-
ing, incorporation 
of newcomers  

VESTRY GOALS  (referred to in Rectorõs letter on page one)  

  How to reach us by 

email: 

Rev. Steve Smith:  svs@cape.com 

 

Connie Sullivan: 

stmary@cape.com 

 

Dan Romero:  

dromero@cape.com 

 

Kathy OõDonoghue:  

kmeod@cape.com 

 

Jon Ferguson: 

jferguson@cape.com  

 

Jim Cranitch:  cranitch@cape.com 

 

Please take a moment to add us 

to your address book. 

Wardens & Vestry  

Senior Warden 

Marian Ferguson 

Junior Warden 

Robin Greene 

Clerk 

Deirdre Kyle 

Treasurer         

Roger Boocock 

2009 

Roger Boocock 

Peter Gwynne 

Jud Phelps 

2010 

Linda Gadkowski 

Sarah Magruder 

Janis Umschlag 

2011 

Brad Goodwin 

Angela Cenzalli 

Judy Scarafile 

mailto:stmary@cape.com
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 Advent Potluck 

Suppers: 

Sign up in Sunroom   

Sundays  5-7pm 
November 29, 
December 6 and 13  
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From the Director of Family Ministries 
  

 Mary answered the angel, òBehold, I am the maidservant of the Lord.  
 Let it happen to me according to your word.ó And the angel departed from her.   

Luke 1:38 

And then Mary waited. As I write this to you, we are preparing for the season of Advent at St 
Maryõs.  This is my favorite church season but I think for some, its appeal is a mystery.  Advent 
is centered on waiting and waiting is somewhat of a lost art these days.  For a society that has 
instant access to information around the globe, waiting is anathema. The idea that a young 
woman would have to wait to see what would happen when she had a baby she certainly 
wasnõt expecting; that the betrothed of that woman would have to wait to see what would 
happen to his reputation; that the people who heard of the birth of the baby would have to 
wait to see why he was so special; just doesnõt compute. Our task then, as a community that 
values this miraculous story, is to really immerse ourselves in the waiting, as difficult and for-

eign as it may be to us. Will you join us this season as we wait with Christians across the globe 

in anticipation of the birth of our Savior and ultimately his return to us? 

This Advent season offers a number of opportunities to explore our time of waiting.  We will 
gather on Sunday evenings to share supper and Advent activities. Our first gathering on No-
vember 29th provides an introduction to the season and practices of Advent, some activities we 
can share as families and the chance to create an Advent Wreath to use throughout the sea-
son.  December 6 we will share a supper and learn about the life and ministry of St. Nicholas. 
December 13 will have us continue on our Advent journey together and on the 20th of Decem-
ber we will share our joy with the residents of The Pavilion Nursing Home by singing Christmas 
Carols and then sharing a time of refreshments at Fr. Steve and Jeannetteõs home.  On Decem-
ber 24, we will share our Christmas Pageant with the Parish and then celebrate the birth of 

Jesus together. 

We also have the chance to share Godõs love with others in our ministry to the community. Our 
Youth will work at the Holly Fair, selling items they made to support our work at St Maryõs.  
They will also participate in a Christmas gift drive, blessing children in the community who 
would otherwise have a bleaker holiday season. Our Youth has a strong legacy of caring for 
those less fortunate and this work is an important part of their learning about the love and 

grace of God. 

In this season of the miraculous, please join us as we learn and experience the mystery of the 
work of God and take time to share Godõs love and deep abiding peace with those both 

within our parish and outside of its doors. 

Kathy  

Other Family Ministry Updates 

t We will have a combined class during the Advent season.  

Thanks to Lisa Barr for her Advent lessons! 

t Sign up for Christmas Eve Pageant will be on December 6.  
We need children of all ages to participate!  Sign up in Parish 

Hall during coffee hour! 

t Rehearsal for the pageant will be on Sunday, December 20, RIGHT AFTER OUR 10:00 

SERVICE. Everyone must attend rehearsal and we will keep it as short as possible! 

t No Church School,  Joy Mass or Youth on December 27th. Nursery Care will be available 

for children age 3 and younger. 

t All classes will meet as usual on Sunday, January 3.  Youth Group meets at 5:00 on that 

day as well. 

 

Calling the office?  Want to avoid 

listening to a long message?  Use 

these shortcuts (* + 8 + ext.): 

The Rev. Steve Smith           *811 

Connie Sullivan                    *810 

Jon Ferguson                       *812 

Jim Cranitch                         *813 

 Kathy OõDonoghue             *814 

Dan Romero                         *815 

SAFE CHURCH  
POLICY REMINDER: 
A reminder to parents that all 
children must be supervised after 
our service ends.  Please join 
your children outside if you want 
them to have some time on the 
play equipment. Please help us 
to keep all our children safe 

while at St. Mary's! 
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P a g e  1 0 December &  Yp}¥p¢© p¤ bpx}¤ \p¢©Ą£ 

Georgann Ramage     1 
 
Sarah Greene    1 
 
Caryl Steward    2 
 

Elizabeth Lewis              4 

Kris Lewis     4 

Stacey Moran    4 

Heather Warner    5 

Richard Lopes    6 

Mary Condon    6 

Samantha Rabideau   6 

Dorothy Pettibone    7 

Dan Romero                            7 

Richard Marchand    8 

Constance Flood   10 

Christopher Colbert   11 

Susan Jilson   12 

Hannah Howes   12 

Lylah Crawley                 14 

Sonia Osborne                       15 

Robert Byrom  15 

Schuyler McMahon                15 

Ethel Milburn                          16 

David  Allen  16 

Newell Bearse   17 

Patricia Bergfors                 18 

Samantha Steward                 18 

Nicholas Orcutt   19 

Eileen Lonsdale   23 

Thomas R. Bresette                  23 

John J. Bresette                       23 

Mary Harbaugh                      23 

Mary Cox   24 

Leslyn Thorne   26 

Grace Cotoia   26 

David Leary   27 

Barbara Brown   28 

Walter Gadkowski                 28 

Lois Heller                              28 

Jean Lonsdale   28 

Steven Oney   28 

Betsy Syrovy                          28 

Patrick Tyrrell                         30 

Jack & Margaret Moran                11 

Waters & Phyllis Davis, III              14 

Robert & Becky McClenahan          20 

Jud & Bonnie Phelps                      21 

Robert & Betsy Byrom                   28 

BIRTHDAYS  December 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 December   

Watch over your children, O Lord, 

as their days increase; bless and 

guide them wherever they may 

be. Strengthen them when they 

stand; comfort  them when discour-

aged or sorrowful; raise them up 

if they fall; and in their hearts may 

your peace which passes under-

standing abide all the days of 

their lives; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.   

  ~A Prayer for 

Birthdays  Book of Common Prayer 

 

Stephen & Betty Jones               1 

Matt Palmer & Lisa Barr             7 

Thomas & Jean Fahey                8 

Donald & Helen Palmer            11 

Robert & Irene Harbaugh         13 

Albert & Jean Stafford            19 

Jeannette Hanlon                      1 

Nicholas Steward     1 

Dorothy Vetterling                   2 

Karen Howes     3 

Jody Warner     5 

Gary Mansur                            7 

Dierdre Mullin                           9 

Marilyn  Cannon   10 

Elizabeth McAdams                 10 

Bill  Ballard   10 

Hoby Cook   12 

John M. Leon                          12  

Jennifer Croumie                     13 

Mary Everett-Patriquin            13 

Doris Ellis                  14 

Timothy Lippard   14 

Isabelle Ramage                     15 

Charlotte Stiefel   19 

Connie Sullivan                 21 

Suzanne Howes   24 

Nancy Brodhead   24 

Linda Hutton   24 

Ann Hibbard   24 

Gerald Hazard                      25 

Sharon Donegan   26 

Betty Jones                            26 

Claire Anderson   27 

Nancy Roberts   27 

Jordan McCarron   27 

Richard Griffith   28 

Peter Eastman                         29 

Marilyn Welsh   31 

Judy Scarafile   31 

BIRTHDAYS  January 

           J a n u a r y   

Grant, O God, in your compas-

sion, that these couples having 

taken each other in marriage, 

and affirming again the covenant 

which they have made, may grow 

in forgiveness, loyalty, and love; 

and come at last to the eternal 

joys which you have promised 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

who lives and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen.           

~Prayer for the Anniversary of a  

Marriage Book of Occasional Services 



P a g e  1 1 
Vo lu m e  3,  I s su e  1 0 

 NEWS AND NOTES 

Christmas-Flowers 
If you would like to give a poinsettia in memory of a loved one or in 

thanksgiving, please fill out a Christmas Flower card located next to 

the flower chart in the sunroom, and send it to the office no later than 

December 16, along with your check made out to Saint Maryõs. 

(Minimum donation requested is $25.00.) On December 28 anyone who has donated a 

flower may take one home; pick them up in the sunroom. 

bpx}¤ \p¢©Ą£ 

Ministries 
Altar Guild 

Anne Lorentzen 

B.E.A.S.T.S. 

Amy Crocker  

Book Group 

Susan Babcock 

ECW 

Bunny Thompson 

Environmental 

Stewardship 

Angela Cenzalli 

Liz Lewis 

Evangelism 

Janis Umschlag 

Finance & Budget 

Gertrude Waters 

Garden Task Force 

Peggy Anschutz 

Liturgy 

Peter Gwynne 

Outreach 

Sharon Donegan 

Parish Nursing Ministry 

Susan Babcock 

Catherine Morrisson 

Linda Hutton, Care Giver 

Pastoral Care Coord. 

Hilary Greene 

 

Stewardship 

Jud Phelps 

Harry Irwin 

 

Saint Maryõs Episcopal Church                                                                    3055 Main Street 

The Rev. Stephen Smith Rector                                                    PO Box 395 

Daniel Romero, Music Director                                                             Barnstable MA 02630 

Kathleen OõDonoghue, Director of Family Ministries                                         508-362-3977 

James Cranitch, Finance Administrator                                                www.stmarys-church.org 

Jon Ferguson, Maintenance Supervisor   

Sandi Allen, Nursery Coordinator      

This Month at Saint Maryõs is published 10 times yearly.  Please send all submissions to  

Parish Administrator: Connie Sullivan    stmary@cape.com   

Garden Note:  òThe Battle of the Invasive Speciesó 
An enormous amount of time and energy has gone into removing invasive underbrush and a 

number of problematic plants such as poison ivy and sumac.  The largest problem area was 

found adjacent to the parking lot and around the children's play area.  The catalyst for this 

was two fold: one a lengthy visit from a Cape gardening òguruó who pointed out the areas 

where these invasive species were triumphing and thus, destroying some of our original plant-

ing and threatening still others and two, several volunteers contracting serious cases of poison 

ivy.  Happily to date, we have managed to save a number of the original trees.  High bush 

blueberry and an old dogwood were cleared of the choking ivy and we anticipate they and 

others will now have a chance of surviving.  A lovely Witch Hazel planted long ago by 

Dorinda Beam (watch for it to bloom in February) is now clearly visible just to the right of the 

shed.  We remain grateful to our parish volunteers.  Also, we are thankful for the Barnstable 

Community Service volunteers who provide the òheavy liftingó so necessary in a garden of 

this size.  In the spring, after the daffodils have bloomed, we will try to eliminate the multi-

flora invasive rose in the section of the garden between the gazebo and the boardwalk.  In 

the next few weeks, we will plant an additional 350 daffodils and would love to have some 

extra help.  Our next workday is Wed. Dec. 9 from 8:30amð 11:30am.  Please join us.      

If you would like to trim and maintain the hedge, or help please call Peggy: 508-398-3488.     

VESTRY MINUTES  

Highlights from November 18 meeting:  (full minutes posted in Parish Hall) Review of 2010 

budget:  if we meet our pledge goals, we could reduce the deficit from the 2009 projection 

of $120,000 to $15,000 in 2010.  Approved recommendation from Memorial Gifts and 

Blessings Committee to rebuild handicap ram to the church.  Reflection on Veteranõs service 

and consideration of other ways to reach out to meet community needs.  Review of sabbati-

cal planning:  Steveõs presentation on Nov. 29 and Dec. 2, special element in Dec. 27th ser-

vice.  Steve to meet in December with all committees to discuss goals for months ahead.  

Building use policy discussion rates for full day or overnight use of parish hall.      


